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EMPLOYEES WORKING IN THE SOLICITOR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Employees in the Solicitor General’s Office and source of compensation
There are three (3) persons working in the Solicitor General’s Office:

1. A part-time county compensated Solicitor General;

2. A full-time county compensated employee who serves as a paralegal;

3. A county employee, whose position as Director of the SGVWAP is funded solely by grant funding and the 5% surcharge on defendant’s fines.  
SOLICITOR GENERAL’S VICTIM WITNESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Purpose of the Solicitor General’s Victim Witness Assistance Program
The Putnam County Solicitor General’s Victim Witness Assistance Program (hereinafter referred to as “SGVWAP”) was established to actively ensure the protection of victim’s rights under the Georgia Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights for every victim of every crime prosecuted in the State Court of Putnam County and the Recorder’s Court of Eatonton. More information about the SGVWAP, and examples of information provided to victims of crime are available online by visiting our website at www.putnamsolicitorgeneral.com. 

Number of victims assisted by Solicitor General’s Victim Witness Assistance Program 

Since January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010, SGVWAP has assisted more than one-hundred and ten (110) victims of crime in Putnam County.

Approval of Commissioners for the Solicitor General’s Victim Witness Assistance Program

The Board of Commissioners voted unanimously on January 2, 2009, to approve the Putnam County Solicitor General Victim Witness Assistance Program (hereinafter referred to as “SGVWAP”) to receive the 5% victim assistance surcharge funds collected through the State Court of Putnam County and the Recorder’s Court of Eatonton to protect the rights of victims and witnesses of crime throughout the City of Eatonton and Putnam County.  
In order to further ensure that this program continues to operate without any county tax payer funding, we will continue to apply for grant funding whenever the opportunity arises.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER FOR PUTNAM COUNTY – CIRCLE OF LOVE

The SGVWAP contributes to the Circle of Love domestic violence shelter

Prior to 2009, Putnam County provided no funding to our domestic violence shelter, The Circle of Love, despite a disproportionate number of Putnam County citizens using the resources of this state certified shelter.  Starting in 2009, The Circle of Love is given $3,200.00 annually from the SGVWAP 5% surcharge funds.  In light of the economic reality requiring all county governmental agencies to limit their budget expenditures, an annual contribution of $3,200.00 to The Circle of Love is all that can be donated to the Circle of Love from the SGVWAP at this time.  However, because The Circle of Love provides more than $3,200.00 in services to Putnam County citizens, the SGVWAP continues to work with other nongovernmental organizations (such as the Putnam County Domestic Violence Task Force, Mothers Against Crime, and other organizations) to encourage contribution, participation, and support of The Circle of Love.  
Oversight to ensure funds given to the Circle of Love are spent appropriately
The Solicitor General of Putnam County was elected in 2009 to serve as a board of director of the Circle of Love.  Meetings are held quarterly at The Circle of Love.
ACCUSATION & CITATION CASES FILED INTO STATE COURT 
Distinction between accusations, arrest citations, and non-arrest citations filed in State Court

An accusation is filed by the Solicitor General after receiving a warrant and/or arrest citation from a law enforcement officer that accuses someone, who has been arrested, for allegedly committing a crime.  A non-arrest citation is usually issued by a law enforcement officer to a driver of a motor vehicle for a traffic, hunting, or boating violation. A citation is technically an accusation, itself, but for purposes of this report they are distinguished accordingly.  Citations that accompany warrants are also prosecuted on accusations and therefore not included in this report as non-arrest citations. Warrants and arrest citations that the Solicitor General declined to prosecute are also not included in this report.

Number of accusations for 2010
The number of warrants/arrested citations prosecuted as Accusations have slightly increased from 2009 to 2010.  In 2009 there were 669 separate accusation cases filed by the Solicitor-General. There were 674 separate accusation cases filed by the Solicitor General in 2010.  

Comparison of total number of non-arrest citations from 2009 to 2010 
The total number of citations filed into State Court increased slightly in 2010 compared to 2009.  In 2009 a total of 2131 non arrest citations were filed into the State Court.  In 2010 a total of 2200 non-arrest citations were filed into State Court.  

State Court has the largest criminal caseload of all Courts in Putnam County
In 2010, Superior Court had received a total of 182 indictments/accusations filed into the Superior Court Clerk’s Office. The Solicitor General’s office filed a total of 674 accusations  into the State Court Clerk’s Office.  The Superior Court’s accusation/indictment criminal caseload is 27% of the State Court’s accusation criminal caseload for 2010.  [This number does not take into account the following: Non-arrest citations (tickets) filed into the State Court, probation revocations in State or Superior Court, those cases the Solicitor General declined to prosecute, or any other criminal actions filed into either Court.]
Where State Court criminal cases originate
Law enforcement agencies currently filing criminal warrants, arrest citations, and non-arrest citations into State Court include the Putnam County Sheriff’s Office, the Georgia State Patrol, the Eatonton Police Department, the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Transportation, Putnam County Code Enforcement Officers and warrants obtained by non law enforcement persons through Magistrate Court. 
STATE COURT FINE COLLECTIONS HAVE INCREASED

Distinction of “base fines” and “state mandated surcharges” 

Every fine consists of a “base fine” and “state mandated surcharges.”  The base fine is that portion of a fine retained as “revenue” for discretionary spending by Putnam County.  In addition to the base fine amount retained by Putnam County, there are additional state mandated surcharges added to the base fine. These state mandated surcharges are distributed to various state entities, funds and agencies as required by Georgia law.  

2008, 2009 and 2010 comparisons of State Court base fines collected
In 2008 the State Court collected $389,027.00 in base fines. In 2009 the State Court collected $481,361.00 in base fines. In 2010 the State court collected $481,556.09 in base fines.
COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS 

When community service is required to be performed by a defendant
Defendants are often ordered by the State Court Judge to perform hours of community service as a condition of their sentence.  Upon recommendation of the probation officer, defendants are allowed to perform community service in lieu of their fine payment if the Court determines that they are unable to obtain employment and unable to pay their fine.  When performing community service in lieu of fine payment, defendants are allowed to receive a credit toward their fine at the current hourly minimum wage rate of $7.25 per hour for each hour of community service completed.  

Where community service is performed
Those persons who reside within a radius of 45 miles of Eatonton are required to perform their community service through the program supervised by the Sheriff’s Office.  Those  persons who reside outside the 45 mile radius are generally allowed to perform their community service in the community where they reside.  Those persons performing community service under the supervision of the Sheriff’s Office can be seen picking up trash on the side of the road somewhere in Putnam County every Saturday.
Comparison of community service hours performed
In 2010 a total of 14,533 hours of community service were performed by defendants as ordered through Putnam State Court.   

Community service program supervised by Sheriff is a substantial benefit to Putnam County

Requiring local defendants to perform their community service in Putnam County provides a substantial benefit to Putnam County citizens.   In 2010, a total of 5998 hours of community service hours have been performed under the supervision of the Sheriff’s Office in Putnam County.  Using the hourly minimum wage rate of $7.25 per hour, this translates into a tangible benefit to Putnam County in the amount of $43,485.50 of services through our community service program supervised by the Sheriff’s Office.  Additionally, the costs of this Sheriff’s Office supervised community service program are paid for by each defendant at a rate of $1.00 per hour of community service as a condition of their probation.
Local Legislation

Local Legislation has been presented to modernize, clarify and establish State Court function and operation.  Areas such as allocation of resources to the Solicitor General’s Office and the State Court Judge’s Office, compensation of Solicitor General, State Court Judge, Sheriff and State Court Clerk, court calendars and terms of court and jurisdiction of court were addressed in the proposals.
SOLICITOR GENERAL’S PROPOSED BUDGET FY 2012 - $107,450
During the last two (2) budget cycles, the Solicitor General’s Office has come in under budget at the end of each fiscal year.  This has been accomplished through the careful use of resources, the use of computer technology, communication between agencies, and effective case management.  For the FY 2011 budget it appears that the Solicitor General’s Office will come in under budget again. The budget being requested for FY 2012 is a total of $107,450.00.
CONCLUSION

Many positive changes have been made to improve your Solicitor General’s Office. It is my recommendation that the requested FY 2012 budget of $107,450.00  be approved by the Board of Commissioners to ensure the continued effective operation of the Solicitor General’s Office. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (706)923-2331 or email me at michael@putnamsolicitorgeneral.com if you have any questions regarding this report or if you would like to provide any input as to how we can better serve you in the Solicitor General’s Office in the future.
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